IDPs in Sri Lanka. As the three of us saw it on 16 July 2009

Preambl eé using the Templeds orphanage
a - The three of us* arrived |n

Genocide? Abuse? Assaults? Live Journal from Vavuhiya, Sri 26 July 2009

Lankad By Dr W Shermal Perera Putting the wheels in motioné
| had informed the Sri Lankan Embassy in Malaysia of our inteni

house the displaced orphans. | had indicated my travel plans tp |
IDP camps in Vavuniya to offer my help and service. The Enjbe

Ke e g&l)%”}?.% o s?jgy) 1;4n del\J/g o Provided their full support in terms of our travel plans and had pls
P scheduled to travel ar ddlscussed this proposition with the relevant authorities in Sri Lapk
S e F;he meantime, upon hearing s
o visit the orphans at the 1D plans to travel to the NorthelEl®
Mannay g (Internally Displaced Per-5icir ; \
A . district, both Dr Veronica and
o sons) centres in the NoitheonGran decided to join me
Pipars Kinniy ern district of Vavuniya. this landmark trip
Matianall Park: . .
Talavid o Genocide, abuse and jas-
@ - \Medirigiriya ; ) .
5 saults, assassinations, hygur j our ney be{
p L LTI iti ilat he day we arrived in C(
DakEul ger, malnutrition, mutilatedOn the day
: 3 :fmka Arsyamety bodies, continuous clidembo, we were contacted |
C“":'::°ama -4 ) Karativu from children, hunger, dnArmy personnel and our passp
Katunayak:0 o0 Ampara® g, o aipaty. JET @nd ragewere some of information was obtained to adu— .
£ Gampaha : the thoughts that filled oprquire a permit to cross the pri- Figure 1: (from Left to Right) Dr W
Colombod OHoran:Ha“Dn QPottuvil minds before the trip. mary border situated betweenSherm_al Perera, Mr | G Chandran and Pr
Kalutarap |~~~ -OBalangoda o s These disturbing thoughténuradhapura and Vavuniya. Thigeronica Chelliah, en route to Vavuniyg
S SEIiiy Tissa and images were com-process took an entire day and
9y | o . SHungama monly discussed and highduring this time, we discussed between ourselves how we should |
Galle/Kirinda lighted in the internationplto the different scenarios and events that we could be faced |wi

press and media, throughupon our arrival at the IDP camps.
the internet, at functions, and other avenues, all over the world.
were mentally prepared to encounter the afedfects of a post| 55
conflict crisis. Some of wus ff 8
hands6, and we would not be al
IDP centres as the Sri Lankan authorities would want to porir

oFacrdsSthe¥helk Bdint Fherk ptete chack

a . .
ofavourableo Image to us. Need RRTRT S8 o R Whied BRA 'SR

family and friends not to make this trip.

at the Army Camp.
The impetus of our tripln May 2009, Sri Lanka announced viclor ;
against the LTTE (Liberation of Tamil Tiger Elam). This was a Zé{?ggﬁver, when we passed the checkpoint, we headed to the
(begun in 1983) war and during this time, Sri Lanka had chanhe :
significant amount of funds in trying to defeat the LTTE.

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka Buddhist temple (SLBT) situated in §
Lumpur, Malaysia, had an orphanage in Delgoda, Sri Lanka (3C
from Colombo), that was nearing completion. This orphanagz
initiated after the Tsunami disaster in Sri Lanka and is able to hp
maxi mum of 200 orphans. The
cided and volunteered that the orphanage be used to provide te
porary shelter for any orphans from the IDP camps. Hence, olir
sion was to perform a viability study on the practicalities and
need to mobilise orphans from the IDP camps to the Delgoga Or-

phanage. We were also mindful that this could be seen in a negative check point, there was a vast op
light by the public, wherein a Sri Lankan Buddhist temple in Mglagsi@a. We wandered into several directions heading to the
is housing Tamil orphans from the IDP camps. camps. After about 30 minutes, | decided to call Brigadier L. C.

We understood that the criteria of selection must be that the feé _.usHe gave me directions to his camp and said that he was w

phans/children were in deplorable/critical conditions and that| our ~~" ) )
assistance would benefit them. We also understood that our [d&iegadier Perera then proceeded to give us a detailed explana
and responsibilities were great, i.e. we had to provide necepsalpput what took place during the war. He said that many Sri La

Mg estingly, we noticed how easy
k14 was for us to travel. We had n

foassigned chap

the IDP camps, none told us t
we could not go or checked o

Figure 2: IDPs at Zone 3

assistance from psychiatric, medical, lodging, food and most |m ils were rescued and transported to the IDP camps. He sa
tantly, a successful relocation programme. they had no way of knowing who was a LTTE member and the
At this point, it is important to note that the three of us will re (Ee;tedothf factt tﬁaet prog""%b'?: '(;”?St of ”;]e;’%c’p'earisg”iedé'?
What Vl‘lle sawt ﬁ;‘ t?e {DP_;:hamPs |rresp_e<gt_|ve fOf our_tLace %r rellgl se people were not at fault; they probably had no choice on

e will report the facts without any prejudice from either side, polif-2"y 4+ """ " U1t i mat el y, the Sri L

mes and relocate them to their place of habitat within the sh

what we personally witnessed and evaluated through our pio fiod of time.

cal influence, personaliéieling or religious sway. We will report )?&g
sional opinion. We are fully aware that if we misrepresented|a

facts, our reputation and standing in society will be tarnished. T%ere are about 270,000 people at the IDP camps, approximg

000 adults and 110,000 children. We enquired about de

. . . . Q
I am a committee member of the SLBT in Malaysia whilst Dr Vr I€%nd he mentioned that it was betweg¥i@ deaths per da
and Mr Chandran are independent and did not represent any soc%?% records revealed that almost 80% of the deaths F\)/vere gé
or establishment. Noteworth@ur trip was funded by ourselves.

* A brief background of our expeditioBr W Shermal Peregasecondjeneration Sfi

Gnanachandran S Ayaduaasecondieneration Sri Lankan Tamil (Ceylonese) bo(n dadly, close to the required standard of 2,100 Kcal daily as per
raised in Malaysia, and retired Partner of one of the Big 4 accounting firDs| apo r | d Food Programme (WFP3s)

Veronica Shanti Chelliahlf Ceylonese and half Sri Lankan Sinhalese, and owns h%{% of IDPs who were malnourished specifically in the ho

\Xy@left the Cinnamon Grand Hotel in Colombo, at the wee hours

.m. inhord r to arrive at th %heg:kp int, at 8 a, (set? Fid, !
%5 alm’ ﬁ/g\%%ot‘a the eﬁk Rﬁg@;ﬁ%@*\/& éa\ﬁn %angf;?}i%p

When we met with soldiers or

over 60 years. 95% of the deaths were cases related to med

conditions such as diabetes/heart conditions. We were imprg
Lankan Sinhalese living in Malaysia, and managing a biotechnology Ciimpa#len Brigadier LC mentioned that the IDPs were getting 1,900
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After an hour long discussion,
were invited to visit the IDH
camps. All three of us travellec gk g
with the Brigadier in his 4WD B §
vehicle. The Army camp wa
about 30 minutes away from the_2ug.
IDP camp. The IDP camps we
divided into zones. We visited al
the zones. We drove around tg
look at the conditions and peoplé
in the camps. The zones are over &
length of 7km and a width of-3

school curriculum (see Fig. 6 & 7). We expected children in dir
torn clothing, mentally scarred and shudder and run away whe,
saw us. I f there were indeed
dren to be affected first? Instead, it was simply the opposite of
we had expected as captured in these pictures. They speak

and loudly in Tamil with full of zest.
Mr Chandran and Dr Veronica int¢
viewed some of them to learn if thg L ‘
was any harm being inflicted on them.|[EE e

you expect the

igure 3: Zone-Bost populated camg We discovered that they had one W' children to be affected

complaind they softly whispered to

- ; handran that they had been reques

km. Majority of the tents are provided by the UN and the Goveni- ; -

ment of China, which have been erected in this area. % play football but have not been given a ball yet! (see Fig.
laughed in relief...relief since we were all satisfied that the IDP§

Zone 3 is the most congested when compared to Zone 1 and 2, lasel taken care of by the authorities to the best of their ability]
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houses the most number of people (see Fig. 2 & 3). This Zone éGBs and UNunded agencies are doing a fantastic job with thg S

one that manages the 100,000 people that evacuated the terfotistnkan Government, through Brigadier L. C. Perera, in handl
control area. The tents look stable and it was apparent that duribg camps.

strong winds and rain, the tents could be secured to provide sefel

ing conditions. What was also apparent was that the people in th
camrﬁ)s d(ijd ?ot show any fealr of the Ardm)r/] perﬁonnel. IMost went|a
on their daily routines. We also noticed that the people we saw |n ;
camps were generally not malnourished. We saw people prepa ‘;s IY %lueRS é E I‘;"g’ 0 2 r? d eixfc € p(;[ u tdoe CS
their meals, having baths and chatting with each other. Most n@% alls in vour suitcase y

tantly, we never withessed any person running away from us o y :

running towards us in rage or remorse. None asked us for any helWweieft Sri Lanka feeling that there is a new beginning to all of
begged for money. candt help but feel excited

: ; ; very bright one indeed. Those who would like to help, g
s e, e Picires, here are &3al the people or organisaion that you tust and piease provi
barber, and collection sites (for food and basic amenities). The|b Cniasn Ss.iﬁhglgse §n§ .?a'mmioﬂatﬁas'” Eaﬁk?a IWOe SVigh
have been established for the IDPs to keep their monies. This gro d heartfelt conaratulations to all ir?Sri Lanka and a new t
security for the Sri Lankan Tamils who are there. We witnesse T With hapbiness geace and prosperit
ple lining up in an orderly fashion to collect their food and amenities: PP P prosperity.

There was no chaos which sho : v

that the people may have bee ' e 1
satisfied with the way the sups
plies were handled and distrib#%
uted at the collection centres (s¢
Fig. 4).

Brigadier L C Perera also took
to the hospitals at all the siteg
The hospitals were packed wit
people. When we walked in, we

—

many who would like to discredit and create negative pr|
a for Sri Lanka. | will not waste my time contemplating

AS WE SAW IT on 16 JULY 2009...and you do not h3
believe it. But this is, as it wdBy |G Chandran

How it all started

It was first mooted when Dr Shermal Perera got news that ther
7% 2 several orphans in the IDP camps. The immediate response W
Wil ¢ .l - 11| we could do to help these children. A temporary home in a Co
immediately noticed the orderly Figure 4: IDPs queuing for food and Orphanage was one of the options. It was not going to be that
fashion that people were waiting other supplies that the authorities were going to hand over orphans to us. Th
to see the doctors. There were two way to make an informed decision was to actually visit the IDP

doctors that were attending to the patients. In all instances, we riotgetifor that, we needed permits from the Ministry of Defense (M
that everyone was being treated. Dr Veronica spoke to the patient hermal Perera was in contact with e Gov er nme i

Tamil and the feedback she had was positive. There were nc 5SLHigh Commission in Kuala Lumpur and its DefigiyCon

plaints of mishandling or abuse. Kudos goes out to the doctors ; : ;
who are doing a fantastic job in treating the patients. Howeve f;ﬂneé’nggumajgé %Sr}graloug%asztgr?gg FI)E)OF\’/ |c(1:g(r:infulfl Osrugﬁf
would have liked to see more doctors so that the waiting time fc watly ag 9 p

e, the decision was for us to see the state of the camps

tients could be reduced. Nonetheless, what is more important their needs

proper medical attention was being given to everyone that w k& :

into the hospitals. The wards were congested but medical atleiftiging into Colombo and road journey to Vavuniya

was being given and we did not witness any patients left unattehdBaree of us (Dr Shermal Perera, Dr Veronica and myself) flew o
In our opinion, more volunteer doctors are needed. If you are a m&desday, 14 July 2009 to Colombo and it was 9pm by the time
cal doctor and would like to offer your services, please drop me @recked into our hotel. We got our MOD permit in the late aftern

p————

email atmmd239@hotmail.coemd | will forward your request to theon Wednesday, 186 July, and decided to depart for the Menik IDF
camps in Vavuniya early drhursday, 188mor ni ng . Dr

Ministry of Health in Sri Lanka.

Currently, there are growing cases of Typhoid and common dys
diseases. The Sri Lankan Government has consulted an irrigatio
cialist to better manage the water treatments in the area. In Figurg
above, you can see the medical camp by the Government of| |
which has been there for the past 6 months and is located at
The Indian Government has supported the IDPs by providing a
medically trained staff and medicine supplies. The hospital i : ;
equipped with trained personnel who are receptive to these yordinator for the IDP, and were directed to the HQ.

tions. The supplies are brought in regularly. We had a good s¢s€ibat with Brigadier LC Perera

with them and did discuss their challenging times. | must give Indéuditarted off with saying that our primary purpose was to se¢
credit for taking the interest and helping the patients in these camescould help the child orphans, to which the Brigadier explaing
Question...If a medical team from India can be stationed at (héhéDBOSL had taken special responsibility for this part of the ID
camp to help these people, where are the other countries and theiimhielpt?it was under the direct purview of the First Lady.

Our most enjoyable visit was to the school in these camps. The [childréimen gave us some pertinent information and some were

d provided us with a 4 wheel drive and a driver, and we de-

after checking and clearance, we had free access to all the
ding villages where life seems to be going on as normal. TH
military/police presence, but not over bearing. Apart from 2

communicated by mobile phone with Brig LC Perera, the G

& people in Sri Lanka are professionals and unsung heroes.

ed at 330am. We were at the Vavuniya checkpoint by 730amn

heckpoints, nobody stopped us to search or check for anything.
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are divided into various age groups and they are thought the basfionse to our questions:



mailto:mmd239@hotmail.com

(mainly above 60 and for illness ptBP such as diabetes, cardie *Live Journal from IDP Camps at Vavuniya, Sri Lanka

There was another camp of 17,000 in Jaffna; There were $jnaayDr Veronica Chelliah
camps starting Janua®p09; The avalanche was in May when they
had 100,000 one day and 85,00@he next day. They justcouldriadiow it all startedée@

cope with the volume and had to use 250 buses (packing 100 tOrathe 1@ July 2009, | got to know that Dr Shermal Perera

110,000 IDP children;160,000 IDP adults; Average 7 fatalities a [12

bus) and before that used tractors to transport them out of the lagarelling to Sri Lanka to visit the IDP camps in Vavuniya. | learft

to the buses. The IDPs were starving, fatigued, unclean and in d@edttended to identify orphans and relocate them to an orphana
state; It took 72 hours natop work to clear 7 sq kilometers to readfpelgoda (30 miles off Colombo) by the Sri Lanka Buddhist Tem
the camps; The earlier zones (there are 3 zones) were zinc hutSdniul, Malaysia. Apparently, the orphanage was approximag
later they were canvas tents mainly from China; Zone 1 was de8@% completed and could house about 200 orphans at full capa
oped in Nov 08, Zone 2 in Jan 09 and Zone 3 in May 09; Each |Z :

ispfurther divided into blocks and each block has its own kitchew? ui\glgt It—|h(;\s/vévvaesral nW%bslecggger ré%
IDPs have drawn out their own roster for cooking responsibilitiesfa t the following issues:

NGOGs pr ovi dadaf foad deblyo(B,10KKca Is the recom- : 9 :

mended amount as per WFP); There are 2 hospitals (1 donatefl ahdne children had only recently
managed by India with 60 staff and an operating theatre); Therefare [0St both parents in war and
also makeshift schools for children with desks and chairs; Brig Perer§€"e Probably still shaken |up
also showed some pictures taken from his mobile when they fiejv ovefnd scared. The trip to Colombo
the lagoon and the beach before the final pughe beach was fully  may add fear to them;

dotted with people (now IDPs) which the LTTE had looped as|cdvefhe children may have deyel-
About 10,000 LTTE cadres have surrendered and they have ben pupped a sense of trust and
in separate camps; The guess is that there are another -1,500 Ponded with their caretakers afigure 5: At the medical clinic run by
2,000 LTTE membestill in the camps; All the IDPs have in the last 25 the camps and may feel inseevernment of India at Zone 1. Brig.
-30 years lived under LTTE environment and will need counseling seéure by the transfer and new  Pererais 2nd from the right
tling into free livelihood; The immediate assistance needed wap supcaretakers; o .

plementary food and personal effects (such as chicken, oil, \chllyWhether the facilities at the orphanage in Delgoda would K
dried fish, umbrellas, footwear). Brig Perera will be happy to receive quate; and

these or the funding for these through any approved NGO ol tife The mental, emotional and psychological state of the child

Government. whether the transfer would aggravate their emotional and
Visit to the IDP Camps . logical state of mind.

Brig LC Perera offered us to accompany him in his vehicle and guNoawithstanding the above issues, if the Delgoda orphanage off
followed behind. This is what we saw: an improved alternative, then, the relocation and transfer is g

; . ble option to explore. Furthermore, | also thought abou
There were sentry points to enter each camp; Yes, there was peWﬂ a - ,
ter barbed wire fencing. Ther &' Ef'%e? é”gﬁ’%eteh%r ‘%h%r%v&gﬁaﬁugel%epti?ﬁgorgcgvgtr;v%ntng
zagged in and out of each zone and inside the zones. It was as it S . h
There was no preparation of a show for us; It was very hot and Higggicture the photographs that have been in circulation over the
especially with the winds and the arid fd internesanfdstari @nhefarom
which | shuddered and began to weep. The fear crept into me 3

surface soil; There were water N ; : o : .
’ IR RORSON | point thinking about the unknown and imagining the worst.
drants where there were queues crowded but orderly.

some and where in others some ! At this point, | realised that there could be many different scenar
bathing in the open because of ovf GONEEIROEERIERIEIE | the current state of affairs of the orphans and decided to maH
crowded bathrooms; There was ViffEEEEIEREEEEREREIRN | personal assessment of the orphans and conditions at the IDP g
ally no military presence inside ‘ SRR SRR | made a cail to Dr Shermal, and the next thing | knew, | was invi
camps. The IDPs were going allEs a dinner at Dr Shermal 6s hous;g

their daily lives freely; We visited both hospitals; The Governmsionher of Sri Lanka to Malaysia, H.E. Major General Udaya Pe

IV

gl
p
i1t
Cil

T =

m

-

D— —~m

— — s () (

hospital was crowded but orderly. There were 2 doctors on dutyantl his wife Thelma, and Mr IG Chandran, who | learnt was also
was in a huge hangar sized t ¢aealingtogetheriwithtudte Colomt.cMajorpgGeneral wvasdnFuR S
PLE OF JAPANG6. However, t felevepofasrgeng to@darsenally visit the camps in @@ dven dapdcioy.
the existingopnes The Indian hospital (zinc corrugated strucjufejmed the Ministry of Defense in Sri Lanka of our intentions t
funded by the Government of India was less crowded. The 2 Inth@norphans and to travel to the IDP camps. He also told us t
doctors on duty explained that they have enough medicines: [Thexgéld organise the respective Army personnel to facilitate our pe
was movement of drinking water supply tankers and constructioh tehltow entry into the Vavuniya area.

cles; There were UN and NGO vehicles too; There were banks g ,

ATM machines in each zone; There were grocery stores in each {
There was a mobile phone network; The density of tents seeg
crowded; Spoke to the children in some of the classes. They e
happy spirits and had rice and fish for their meal. They were ¢ld
and well clothed and some had holy ash on their forehead (indica
prayer before attending school). It wasmathematics class in pio
gress; We were not stopped from speaking with anyone and sed
anything; Nobody came running to us crying for freedom and to f
them from atrocities, if any; | saw a couple of ladies wearing [
gold thalikodi (matrimony chaar)d walking about freely

. Figure 6: Lessons in progress at makeshiftigure 7: Lessons in progress at make
Conclusion o classrooms in Zone 2 (Age: 18 yrs) classrooms in Zone 2 (Age: 1@ years)
We have to put this into context. There are about 300,000 IDPs, and
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in such influx, and it is post conflict, and in a third world country.|ItAs this juncture, | would like to declare that | was going on the ffi

tremendous effort and i n our | myipersenal chpecitybaad not sepresénéing ahy ergpsatibn as|s

the real i ssue by just the pliwetravelled fronf KudlaD.Bnspur toeCblomba orr ddly 200®. ©
much is being done, and has been done, with priority to resettleraeival, Dr Shermal started to communicate with Captain Silv

and retraining vocation such | eostactfii SilankagorganiBee HyeMajorl GemerminUdaya) ¢o rolox:

There has to be housing, utilities and basic infrastructure, andl eoegiermits to travel up North. At this point, all our particulars
important of all, the villages have to be demined before resettlenjertllected and submitted for approval by the Ministry of Defence.

Sri Lanka needs help and t|msourlpdnitswera liegthrgahnised, ¢n the dBJelyt, vie slecide
to travel to the orphanage in Delgoda to assess its stage of co




