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Colombo Declaration of Multi-Hazard
Early Warning and Disaster Risk Reduction: 2020

We, the Disaster Management Centre of the State Ministry of National Security, Home
Affairs and Disaster Management, with other disaster risk reduction related Ministries
and Technical Agencies of the Government of Sri Lanka, together with other national
and international key stakeholders and participating delegates responsible for disaster
risk reduction, having met on virtual technology in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 14" — 16"
December 2020, at the International Symposium on Multi-Hazard Early Warning and
Disaster Risk Reduction:

1. Express deep concern at the growing frequency and intensity of
extreme weather and climate-related challenges, and their
continuing impact of disasters, resulting in an unacceptable loss of
human lives and livelihoods, displacement of people, and
environmental and economic damages;

2. Recognise the need to strengthen and mainstream the inclusion of
research, science, and technology applications in disaster risk
reduction and build a community of practice consisting of multiple
disciplines;

3. Stress the need to focus on developing a holistic understanding of
societal challenges, risks and drivers, including poverty, climate
change, loss of protective eco-systems and biodiversity, rapid
urbanisation and unplanned development in hazard prone areas,
socio-economic inequalities, and population growth, along with
their interactions;

4. Underline the need to build resilience against all hazards, including
emerging and unforeseen hazards such as biological, human-animal
transfers of diseases, hormones and microplastics, while paying
attention to adopt mnature based solutions combined with
engineering applications;

5. Recognise the importance of ensuring coherence among the global
frameworks such as the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR), and
the New Urban Agenda, among others and their -effective
implementation at the national, subnational and local levels
through evidence-based multi-stakeholder partnership approaches;

6. Renew our commitment to ensure continuity of the work in the field
of disaster risk reduction;

7. Recognise the need for a ‘whole society’ approach, welcoming the
vital role played by all stakeholder groups as enablers, partnering
with governments and communities, and work towards

research-informed and evidence-based implementation of the
SFDRR.
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In taking the SFDRR as an opportunity for resilient and sustainable countries, cities
and communities, and building on the key outcomes of the International Symposium
on Multi-Hazard Early Warning and Disaster Risk Reduction 2020, we call upon all
relevant stakeholders and development partners to:

1. Commit to form and strengthen national science platforms and look
through a scientific lens in contributing towards building a
disaster-resilient nation and accelerate actions focusing on the four
priority areas of SFDRR;

2. Commit to translate and adopt greater coherence of global
frameworks into appropriate policy and practice, with strong links
to UN Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change, and other relevant global conventions on land
degradation and biodiversity;

3. Establish effective multi-stakeholder partnerships across science,
technology, policy, and practice as mechanisms to accelerate the use
of science and technology for disaster risk reduction, recognising the
importance of scientific and technical inputs for disaster risk
reduction policy formulation, investments and practice;

4. Promote disaster literacy and develop, curate, and disseminate
knowledge and science provision in understanding disaster risk
reduction and health-related emergency risks;

5. Extend disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk reduction
and potential health-emergencies, as well as strengthen
community-level preparedness and response;

6. Commit to greater accountability, protection, gender, and
empowerment of the most vulnerable groups through the
strengthening of governance arrangements and resource targeting,
towards effective and efficient management of disaster risk;

7. Promote the use of data for policy formulation related to disaster
risk reduction, including the use of large data bases to forecast and
uncover hidden patterns, unknown correlations, trends and other
aspects;

8. Promote an end-to-end multi-hazard approach to early warning
through appropriate legal frameworks and focusing on at-risk
communities during their design, implementation,
post-implementation reviews and improvements;

9. Strengthen weather and climate related service delivery
partnerships among national meteorological and hydrological
services, disaster reduction and civil protection agencies, and other
actors within local, municipal or national governments, to benefit
from impact-based forecast and warning services;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Colombo Declaration of Multi-Hazard
Early Warning and Disaster Risk Reduction: 2020

Strengthen understanding and awareness of disaster risk reduction
among city leaders and planners, and wider urban development and
construction industry stakeholders;

Promote evidence-based, climate-smart, risk-sensitive public and
private investments, including the development and retrofitting of
disaster resilient buildings and infrastructure, while paying
adequate attention to the costs and benefits of nature based
solutions;

Mainstream disaster risk management into key development and
service sectors such as education, health, infrastructure, and public
works, agriculture, irrigation, tourism among others and integrate
cross-cutting themes of capacity building and communication (of
science) across sectors for greater impacts on development
investment and to inculcate a culture of change;

Empower the most vulnerable groups of population, including men,
women, girls, boys, differently abled people, elderly, migrants and
refugees, to meaningfully participate in disaster risk reduction
policies, strategies and practices by leveraging community-based
organisations and adopting an inclusive approach to disaster risk
reduction;

Recognise the value and contribution by national, sub-national, and
local partners, and promote locally led disaster risk management

actions and practices in accelerating implementation of the
SFDRR.

Adopted on 16" December 2020, in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

MHEW 2020 (D
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Annex - List of Stakeholders

National

State Ministry of National Security and Disaster Management, Sri
Lanka

Ministry of Defence, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Army

Sri Lanka Navy

Sri Lanka Air force

Ministry of Public Security, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Police

Disaster Management Centre, Sri Lanka

Department of Meteorology, Sri Lanka

Ministry of Irrigation, Sri Lanka

National Building Research Organization, Sri Lanka
Ministry of Health and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka
State Ministry of Rural Roads and other Infrastructures, Sri Lanka
Geological Survey & Mines Bureau, Sri Lanka

University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka

University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Sri Lanka
National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

Association of Disaster Risk Management Professionals in Sri
Lanka (ADRiMP)
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Annex - List of Stakeholders

International

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)
The United Nations World Food Programme (UFP)

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

International =~ Oceanographic =~ Commission of  UNESCO
(IOC-UNESCO), Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the
Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System

(ICG/IOTWMS) ICG/IOTWMS WG 1 on Tsunami Risk,
Community Awareness and Preparedness

Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC), Thailand
Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management
Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB), Indonesia

CABARET (Capacity Building in Asia for Resilience EducaTion)
project on fostering regional cooperation for more -effective
multi-hazard early warning and increased disaster resilience among
coastal communities

Global Disaster Resilience Centre, University of Huddersfield, UK
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

REGARD (REbuildinG AfteR Displacement) project

Regional dialog of Asian Preparedness Partnership (APP)

Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management (APAD)
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FUPSHTUIMIBEHHSTEN @(H UTLILILTES DTHSH DUTWES GHMBLLSSETER OFHSHTUI FLL SHmd
Q@M  amTUILLTSS — OsTeiG U@L, oumw  (palbassfléamns  BDID — JAMTHSH
SIUTWLRISMeTSH  GHmBHHeo 2020 uBplwl  FFeuBsHsF MBI IQEITL TH  61I0H  DIDHSE
URIGSHTITHeT 1oBBId Diielmsbs LkisTefaend@Gn DemplielBalsrémmi:

1. Cadw elehErTafHWTEN  HENMHH M 2 [HATHGHAUBBEHID  DIFHEN6
UsOLILBSHHINSBESLD, OBMILD iedTHSHmIB6 e hHbH BeEHD CHaHdHenend
SLOWLYSHeL,  SefHS  SouUTw  Goply  uBpu QFbHeTUl
FLLSSHIN DlglILInLWITEN [BT6id (Wsieuflenogsemenud  enowliLGEH
CeweuTBmINBEHmeN  alleDTOUBHHIHD  LOBMID &l (6h 6 T 60T &5l UIT 60T
UTFeneuuien CrmeHE3H60 P el WImIgeiT O TLLie0
SIFUILeRILILGHem6N  CLoBOsT6TEHEH60.

2. ;BHW  BTBH6Mer  Heweowimes Sial(hHH ReVHEGHH6N,  BHTEVHIEN6V
rBpRIGeT uBpdw ufled UUbBSHD, HeoFFTfle) wBBID 2 ulflued
L6URINBHHWD  COHTLJLIe0TeN 2 60H6NTallll  FLOSITUIMIG ETHL 60T 60T
UsVIDIOGS 2 _BeBEHLET 2 eudeNTelll  FLLBHHHGH 2 Hbhd
OsTeTenas6T  OBMILD  HOL (PewBHaTe0 2 wiflul  GengFelensmntliLlensmr
LIBBIWeLGHS LWeTUGSHSHINSH 0 DTN SHmeT  GLoBO\SHT6TEhHSH6L.

3. OJHS SUTWSH GHOBLILE OBTeTnEmen 2 (HalTdHe0, (LPHeVBH6I
LOBWILD QT & & BB (6T &> BT 60T &l (6h Eh 60T &5 WITETHILD
Q& TPBIL LIF SUIT6aTSHILDT 60T o eiterf(Bas6reon (PSS SHI0IHM S
UfbBHIOSTewNIh DiTHd DLTULSHMS HellIUSHBHTH 6M6heEhTe0 LOBHBILD
CamPABIL LI uwssTumL_(h CaumsHms IFH BFIIHBEHT6 10

Qurplapenpuwited  ellehehTeld, OGHTABI LD, OHTeTensd LOBMILD
BOL (LPEMBHET 261l TH  LWIBISHIOHS — UsOSHIL  COHTLJLHemeN
ST HFH60.

4. STHHEIBT UBBIW  spflelener  GIDLIGSHHIHED, HOTHH DLITUIS
GBI LOMBMILD FIBTSIJLD FMIbhH SINFT] LIS HIEEHEN6TT
Ufb&I0sTeTIHBHTR  Diple) LOBBID  eEhEhTaroHmd  GLoIDLIBGEGHHISH6,
DA FJbs Seysemstt HILBHev WBEID LS THSHellHHev.
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FpSHTU 1oL L& d6vm 6ot (PTG HLD LOMBMILD uglelmIt i eneor
UG SHSHIUSHMI  CUTEICB  DITHH — DILUTWBIGNET  GHMBHIHE0
BB GHBULEFQU DUFT HSTHTT  HeNeVENIOHMET  (LPHTENLOSHHI6ULD
CeuINsBHTE DNTHH DUTW D EhenSUilenst alfllLBHaH60.

DT HFH SILITILIBIGHEN6IT UWIsIBISHIO & H AIENBUTEVILD
AN HHWETOBHHTHOD  (PHTHDHBHIAID  QFUIHMBHTH — ETHEND
BLONGEHMBHMENT  LIOLLBSHHIHEO IOBEBID  leNHIHmeNT  QevdHHTHSH
CsmeiTeugmedr 2am T UTFlul QUTBINILL eDID LITGHISTULL eDID 6001 GlLi6wT
urevBlemev GHTLTLIID, DIHH BHelaBlemevd @ (DHHMET aIsVIeLL (HH60
OHTLFIID ST SHHmeT  GLoBOBHT6IT(ETHH6L.

urflw - sreysefler  Siglitent ulled  (LpBaEeDIILGEHT, GeueMiiLenL WmsH
Oaflwrgs SemHs SUTUSHHBSTW el wkiser, Csfbas  Cemeten
(PIQUITS QLG  CFTLTYB6T, CUTHGHH6T  IDBHID  6J6meuTul
CaHTBBLILT(HHETHMET 2 66N SHUISHTE  DTHH — PLHDHIHHEN6N
GOBHGHID  CHTHHL B HHIOLDBID  HIeydemen LB HS)
CBTETMHHMEN 2 _(HAUTHGHNMSB 2 BIFHILIBHHIH60.

ST (paelelHHIbETS  JDLD  (pHed  @migd  euenyuied
Opefleutenr  LevallH — DNTHH  DGDIG(LPDBEMU QUT®HSHSHLDT60T
FlLfHwmer FL L sOomepsledr 261 1&H  GODLGHHIHED, DHEWT HUIT]T
QFu1H60, HEDOL (POBLILBGHHIH6L, Llsiengmer GFWBUT(HHMT  LOeMTUIR)
CFuwImHe0 1oBE@ID  GUBSHHOHMECUTH DLUTWSHHIEEG eTTESIW6T6T
FUPSHTULRIBET 15FH HoUMHNSH OF6VIHHIFH6V.

HTHBRIBENET SQLILIHL_UITHD QBT 618)J6)FnMBeVH6IT LOBHILD  SILITUL
WwerQenFFflbend  Cxameumsallelhbdh  HeTDDHMENT  CLBIOISHBHTH
CprAw auailoemiLsvailulsy BMID Bflulsd CFeneub6iE) DI HHHIBHEN6IT
GHMMBHFH60, feolled  uTgEHISTUY  (PHUTH6T  OBWID 2 6iTETHT,
LD &I & 6MLIGH6IT SI6V6VGE] Capdw T l6v 2_giteN 6J6M6OTULI
QFWBUTLLTeMJHe  10HAHUNDL  auTeflensy  DBMID  HTLHEN6L  FTJHSD
Bxemer SUIPHIBHEVHETHEHBTN  OIFHTLTLISBMNL  LISOLILIH HSHIFH60.

BBIH HEMELAITH6ENT, S LLOL 6OTeNTHeT oBWID LUJhSH BHHJ NN hHHH
OBEBID BT HHIMBUTEL 2 66T  LIBIGHTITHT  IDHH U0 DT HDH
SUTW Geoplyl usplw yflbglemiiTenet LsolILIBGESHSHISH60.

AFHTT  DQUILIHL UTEOTEN  HTEVHNED  HLISHH 2 6wITHM6d g Teuor
WEHmEN  2mbHONHE D  OBBID  BIFFEHOLIL @ LUl SHeollwmiT
WHeiBHBMeN  CUBHHaD  DTHHmIS6NL  RHHEH  endgmigul
SLIgL MIG6T  BWID 2 L S LenolisHeir  GursiimsuBmlsd  SuiBenaullsr
ST6YHBT  [HETDIOSHET  LOBBID  SHFUIBIGM6T QUL Wnd  CaTeni(B
Curglweney SieUBHTEIMIBMET OFeVISHHIFH60.
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13.

14.
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o)

&60al, GHTHTID, 2 L HLLDIY IFHEH6T BHBID  DFFTHIG
LI &>6M B 61T, QleUgFTUWILD, BILILITE 6D, SBMBIEOT Guimesis
Coemaulifleysell  BEID  (WHHW  oLlelphs  Lfleysellsd  ievHs
SIUTW  (PHTODSHHINGHMS (PHBW  FBEBTLLHHe0 emewiliLSHBEGHLD
HEOTFFT]  LOTBBSHMS  JUUBSSIUSBGL  INNBHBHFTT  (WPHeSBS6IT
B Fnigll HTHBD OFVISHIFMB HEnBH6T 261 TH QUIsVIenD ell(hHH
BB OHTLIUTLEY  ( allehebTand LUBMIL)  SuSleuBens  6eTmIL 651
QMM 6(HMHI 6T HHEVILD.

eIHeT,  Cuenide,  GuenTLleenendet,  SemiLiemenenader, — eNGFL
Quigvimd  CsmewiLsuyset,  QUfGwTy,  LeubOUWFHGHTT  LOBHID
DIBFHBH6IT o giterl L FHOBHTENBHUNED o _6iteN V11 1))
UT & BBUILIL & FnlgUIRITHEN6IT 6)6VI6), L (H6) H60T CLP6VLD F(LPSHTUWILDFIT]
SIMIOLILHBMET  JHHEMaI60  LWTUBHHWNTHI DT HH DTS
GOBULIBHTE — JMIHMBUD 2 6TeNMLHHU  DHEWIG(LPeNBeNUIL]
UWSTLBSHS DNTHS DUTWEH  GHMBLILGBOHTeTen®H6N,  ClFUIsLhIemIdHS
(PEMBHET  IOBBID  HEOL (PMBH6MEL  LWMIBIH OGS — elenaHuTled
LUmIGammev.

Cardlw, 2 1BxAw BB LIP6HaF 10U L GHF60 LMIGHTTTHMNe QU
wBpId  ukisemilensr  LfibgHicsTemnended wBpid LIg6ha ol L Halev
CFwBLBSHHILBS 6B ST H S Siumul (LPSBTENLDSH FHI6)
OFWEOTBBINSHHET  IDBBID  [HEDL (LPDMHMENT  DJHSH — DUTUISH
GoplLIBsTer  QFHHTUI  FULLBHMS oI  UBHBHIOHBHTH
GobLIBSHGEIH6L.

REHBHTH BTD AHIPL LS B HTEBTLD.

2020 @O&FbUT 16s4b HeH CaTpbLled BlewmEauBmULIL L Sl

MHEW 2020 (D
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@Qem6mIlIl] - LBIGSHTITaHeien L 1guisd
Capdlwl

o BxpdAw urHISTUL BBID DOTHSH (PHTDHHIN SRITRMHIS DDLOF S
c  OeVEINE LTHISTIL SIeNOF&

e Oevmiend EJTEDIAID

c  (6VmINEs HLBLIEDL

6UmINE UTCITLIGNL

c  Oevmiends OUITHIDGHHET LUTHIGBTLIL] DeDLDF T

o UTHISMIL SIDIDFH, B60mINS

«  @eumensd GLTeSerd

s VRIS DANTHBHPHTMOHHIN  [HlenevUILD

¢ BevmIend SIGTILD6ITL 6VMUIGD  Flen6uTe&H6ITLD

+  O6UBINES BILUTFR DIMIDF i,

+  Qevmiend CHAW HUigL HPITUIFF SemLoliL,

o GHIHMT BHID &HEHF WHSHHIN DDIDFH, EVHIMNSH

o Hmolw eiglEe IOBBID 2 1 Sl LWL IFSHH6T EQAJTRNHIS DHIDSF i,
BlevmIend

«  yal sFfeeiluisd wB@ID SHeflliclen BihieIsD

« OBl (Hmel LsUSHMeVHBINHID, SeVmImnS

s OETWLDY LISOSHMeVGHHLHLD, E60HIENS

+ BuImOHNUI LI6LBHMEVEHBIPHID, E6VHINH

e (HhGHEM LILBHNEVHEHIPHID, B6VmIEND

o Gerett CBTHHELTEUED LITHIBMLIL LIVHNVHBIBID, S6VmIend
o Qevmiend CxpFul elehehTen HmieIsLD

c  QeVmEIMNE NTHH UUHSH (PHHMDEHHIO  HlLewiTHeien  HlmielsmD
(ADRiMP)
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@Qem6mIlIl] - LBIGSHTITaHeien L 1guisd

FTeuGHaFID

BHBEHEHIBMN MBS BThHSeler 2 wierogTela] DI
(UNHCR)

ITHH DIUTWIMRIGN6NH HUIUSHBHTO WSS HTHSH66  DI6VIaI60LD
(UNDRR)

bW Brhsefsr 2 b 2 ey Gameshdl L (UFP)

maHw Brhselen lalmshd Caumsvigl b (UNDP)

BuiBensenwl LTEHIBTUUSBET FJeuha gmsd (IUCN)

s presefsr Apeny BHHwn (UNICEF)

@LGuwireysefbasrer FreuCss Semwiiy (I0OM)

wjGereroCGam  oiemwliien FJauBhs FUPHHT elEhEhTen UMW EH (LD,
QbFH  FWHHTHHe  Femll  ouUTW  aFFflEHmS  OBBID  ANTHS
SHEWNLIL  (LPENBEVIDBEHHHTN 2 _6iT6NH  JFTHIS  QHRIFNEWILIL]  G(D
(ICG/ IOTWMS) @ genmd swmwid ghsa 1ICG/ IOTWMS) WG
) 8 swasms SNaBISSIH0 OBBID (PTULISHID.

AFW DNTHSH (PP LSS Hlemevwlld, HTUIeVTHE

ITHDH (PHTMOHHINHHIHHT HPFlul GuFLNES FLosuruibd

QURBIL 66t QHTOHIL LI Himleueid, Sbaliestdluim

UWDIBISHIOES UsLaldH DANTHS (PTuisHdH el wBmid &L Gsomy
D& 6T HFHuiled D601 S FHMIB61 60 (b LO(eTpLD [HlEm6VEMLD
2 (HUTHGHUHBBHT HevalldbaTen pFuwimailer Geerensne] ilellmddd
smbHAH_LID (CABARET).

2 eu&meNTalll SieNfHSH L& Hleneowld, amBL JeroLievl. LIsLEHmMeVHSHLOEBLD,
BB GITERUILD.

oliLTe Fra8hd @HHmpliy Bimeuerd. (JICA)

B OLWIFHSHHe Lledteon] L56MHL19OWIIQLILID HHBHSHIL L LD.

AW (WpeTUISH OHTLTLSBEHESET aleouwl CuFHaTIHms (APP)
ANTHS (PBTMDSHHINSHBET HAul LuasLled gl Lewil (APAD)
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